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HUNTING. ;

or their bodies, by the space of three mombs, and m yield tnd
Pay unto the party grieved his treble damages; and after the saiq
three months expired, shall find sufficient

| securities for his or their
good abearing ﬁ?r the or else remain and con.
without bail or mainprize, until such time as he

before the said Jjustices,
the offence was committed, it shall be at
ty grieved, to whom the said offence w
his pleasure, the said suretyship for good
in the said seven years, or before.

Sec. 3. If any person or persons shall at any time hereafter be

the liberty of the same par-
as committed, to release, at
abearing, at any time with-

Offenders’ re- bound, according to the tenor of this act, and shall afterwards, within

cognizance may
be discharged .
on certain con- where the offence was committed, or some of them,
ditions.

Preamble,

%

-

the said seven years, come before the justices of the said county

in open sessions,
and there confess and acknowledge in the said open sessions, his or
their said offence or offences, and be sorry therefor, and satisfy the
party or parties grieved, according to the tenor of this act, then the
said justices, at that session, or atany session afterwards, to be holden
within seven years, may, if it shall seem good to their discretions,

discharge the said recognizance.
ACTS OF viReINIA.
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-
AN Acr for the better preservation of the breed of Deer, and preveuting unlaw-
ful Hunting.— Hening’s Statules at Large, vol. V. p. 60; 2 Litt. 554.

~ Sec. 1. Whereas the laws heretofore made, for preserving the
breed of deer, have not had the desired effect, many disorderly
persons making a practice of killing them merely for the sake of
the skins, whilst they are feeding on the moss growing on the rocks
in the rivers, leaving the flesh to rot; whereby wolves, and other
noxious beasts, are brought down among the stocks of cattle, hogs,
and sheep, of the upper inhabitants, to their great annoyance md
damage. And whereas the keeping of hounds going at large, is
found destructive to the breed of deer, by killing not only the does,
while they are big with young, but also the fawns after they are
fallen. And it is also found by ‘experience, that the making large
circles, and setting the same on fire, round the coverts where the
deer usually lodge, commonly called fire-hunting, is not only destruc- _
tive to the breed of deer, but also to the young timber, and food of _
the cattle. For remedy of which mischiefs:
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Constables
may search for
them.

Hounds not to
ran at large.

Penalty for
fire-hunting.

No person to
hunt on anoth-~
er’s land.

Constables to

HUNTING.

so bought or received. And
and receiving such red skins,

Sec. 6. Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every
constable within this dominion shall have full Power and authority ,
by. virtue of this acty to search in aj) suspected places for all red
skins of any deer killed contrary to the directions hereof, and to
bring the same before some justice of the peace of the county where
the offender resides; and if such offender shall not make proof that
such skin was taken from a deer killed within his or her enclosed
grounds tended as aforesaid, such Jjustice shall immediately give
Judgment againt the offender for the penalty aforesaid.

Sec. 7. And be it Jurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That it shall not be lawful for any person to keep any beagles or
hounds running at large, but such beagles or hounds shall be con-
statly kept in kennels or couples, or with clogs, except at such
times as they are used in hunting by the owner or his servants,
under the penalty of five shillings for every beagle or hound so going
at large. .

Sec. 8. And be it Jurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That whosoever shall hereafter use any fire-hunting or the killing
of any deer by such means on any patented land, every person
present at such fire-hunting shall forfeit and pay twenty shillings
for every such offence; and if any Indian be found fire-hunting as
aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for the owner of such land, or
his or her overseer, to take away the gun of such Indian, and the
same to keep to his own use.

Sec. 9. And be it Jurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any person shall presume to hunt or range on the patented
lands of any other freeholder without the leave of the owner of
such lands, every such offender shall forfeit and pay the sum of
twenty shillings for every such offence; all which penalties herein
before mentioned shall and may be recovered before any justice of
the peace in the county where any of the offences aforesaid shall
be committed, and shall bedivided, one half' to and for the use of the
parish where the offender shall reside, and the other half to the per-
son or persons who will inform for the same; and every justice of
the peace before whom information shall be made of any the of:
fences aforesaid, shall take for evidence the confession of the party
accused or the oath of one credible witness: And where the owner
of any land shall prosecute for any unlawful hunting and ranging on
his lands, the oath of such owner shall be sufficient evidence to
convict the offender; but in that case, the whole penalty shall go
to the parish.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That every county court within this dominion, shall yearly, in the
month of January, or the next succeeding court, administer to eve-

for the further Preventing the buying
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own use, in ble w

orth“‘h‘m

Ling, Ul

RN TRt .‘;- ,
L th i el iy
SER g 1) 7 ‘

R g
B s 194,
A

or 4 t!"‘-;’v‘.;

2



